We have seen in the past and shall, I believe, see in the future, how the knowledge gained through experience with defectives helps us in tackling the problems presented by other dependent classes of the community. Thus the work of Madam Montessori in her early days in Rome, the place of manual training in the school curriculum, the development of individual treatment for children and young adults, all of which have so profoundly affected the education of normal children, had their origin in, or owe their chief impetus to, experimental work in connection with the teaching of the mentally defective. We shall further find, I believe, that the organised work of supervising and regulating the industrial and economic position of defectives who remain outside institutions will have far-reaching effects in helping us to cope with one of the grave problems of the future?the failure of certain people, through temperament, character, continued bad environment, or prolonged adverse conditions, to adapt themselves successfully to the ever-increasing complexities of our modern social organisation.
The problem is so vast that I have perforce limited myself in this paper to certain aspects only?the ascertainment of defect, and the methods which we shall need to It is useless to look back to the happy days when we saw in permanent institution care a solution of the whole problem. We must face the fact that the number of defectives will remain fairly constant for at least some generations to come and we must organise our resources to meet this position. With some vision of the work in its wider aspects, with good organisation, trained workers and above all with an enlightened public opinion, I do not despair of the future, but look forward hopefully to the time when, whether in he community or in the institution, there will be provided for every defective the care and control which he needs,
